Chapter 1

Colonnade, noun


"If you know the post-office, you must have seen Ethan Frome drive up to it, drop the reins on his hollow-backed bay and drag himself across the brick pavement to the white colonnade…" pg 3


a series of regularly spaced columns supporting an entablature and usually one side of a roof.

Mien, noun


"Every one in Starkfield knew him and gave him a greeting tempered to his own grave mien…" pg 5

air, bearing, or demeanor, as showing character, feeling, etc.

Chafe, verb

"I chafed at first, and then, under the hypnotizing effect of routine, gradually began to find a grim satisfaction in the life." pg 7


to irritate; annoy.

Capitulate, verb

"I began to understand why Starkfield emerged from its six months' siege like a starved garrison capitulating without quarter." pg 8 

to surrender unconditionally or on stipulated terms.

Beleaguered, verb

"Twenty years earlier the means of resistance must have been far fewer, and the enemy in command of almost all the lines of access between the beleaguered villages…" pg 8 

to harass; beset; to surround with troops; besiege.


Portico, noun 

"It stood at one end of the main street, its classic portico and small-paned windows looking down a flagged path between Norway spruces to the slim white steeple of the Congregational church." pg 9 

a structure consisting of a roof supported by columns or piers, usually attached to a building as a porch.

Livery, noun


"On my arrival at Starkfield, Denis Eady, the rich Irish grocer, who was the proprietor of Starkfield's nearest approach to a livery stable…" pg 11


the care, feeding, stabling, etc., of horses for pay.

Querulously, adverb

"…and behind the door I heard a woman's voice droning querulously." pg 22  

characterized by or uttered in complaint; peevish.




     Chapter 2 

1) Storm-door (p. 36, noun)- A Supplementary outside door to protect against
wind and rain. “…a few steps beyond the wooden sides of the storm door…”

2) loutish (p. 37, adjective)- Clumsy or boorish. “…But now he felt heavy
and loutish as in his student days.”

3) Counterpane (p. 47, noun)- A quilt or bedcover. “…one hand drawing a
quilted counterpane to her flat breast.”

4) Hemlock (p. 43, noun)- Any of several coniferous trees characterized by a
pyramidal pattern of growth. “…a hemlock-shaded lane…”
Chapter 3
Stenography
“When she tried to extend the field of her activities in the direction of stenography and book-keeping her health broke down…” (pg 53)
Noun
Def: the art of writing in shorthand

Undulation
“,which still preserved the tight undulations of the crimping pins,” (pg 55)
Noun
Def: A regular rising and falling

Merino
“She wore her best dress of brown merino, above her thin strands of hair.” (pg 55)
Noun
Def: yarn or fabric made from sheep wool

Sedentary
“In spite of her sedentary habits, such decisions...” (pg 55)
Adjective
Def: requiring or involving much sitting and little exercise

Valise
“She had suddenly packed Ethan’s valise and started off to Bettsbridge.” (pg 55)
Noun
Def: A small piece of hand luggage.

Sorrel
“At the moment, however, his one desire was to avoid the long drive with her behind the ancient sorrel who never went out of a walk.” (pg 58)
Noun
Def: a reddish-brown horse

Imprudence
“…-but also he knew from experience the imprudence of letting Zeena think he was in funds on the eve of one of her therapeutic excursions.” (pg 58)
Noun (imprudent is the adjective)
Def: the quality of being unwise or indiscreet






     Chapter 4 

1.      Convivial (Adj.)- Fond of feasting, drinking, and good company
“Left alone to carry the burden of farm and mill, he had had no time for convivial loiterings in the village.” (P. 61)

2.      Volubility (Noun)- The quality of being talkative
“After the mortal silence of his long imprisonment Zeena’s volubility was music in his ears.” (P. 61)

3.      Taciturnity (Noun)- The quality of being reserved in conversation
“He recalled his mother’s growing taciturnity.” (P. 64)

4.      Scrupulously (Adv.)- Morally
“Andrew Hale’s scrupulously clean shirt was always fastened by a small diamond stud.” (P. 65)

5.      Opulence (Noun)- Great wealth
“Andrew Hale’s display of opulence was misleading.” (P. 65)

6.      Spruce (Noun)- An evergreen, coniferous tree
“He walked on to the church corner and entered the shade of the Varnum spruces.” (P. 68)

7.      Discomfiture (Noun)- Embarrassment
“Ethan heard a kiss, and a half-laughing ‘Oh!’ provoked by the discovery of his presence.” (P. 68)
8.      Sorrel (Noun)- A light reddish-brown horse
“He opened the barn-door, half-fearing to discover Denis Eady’s roan colt in the stall beside the sorrel.” (P. 70)

9.      Insatiable (Adj.)- Impossible to satisfy
“He feigned an insatiable appetite for doughnuts and sweet pickles.” (P. 73)

10.     Benumb (Verb)- To make numb or inactive
“Hearing Zeena’s name had benumbed Ethan again.” (P. 74)

11.     Disconsolately (Adv.)- Cheerlessly, Gloomily
“Ethan found Mattie disconsolately removing the last scraps of pickle from the floor.” (P. 76)

Chapter 6

1. Stoicism (pg. 92) – indifferent, impassive – noun

“He wondered what had happened on the drive to nerve Jotham to such stoicism”

2. Squalid (pg. 91) – degraded, sordid – adj

“He gazed blankly about the kitchen, which looked cold and squalid in the rainy winter twilight. 

3. Sorrel (pg. 91)- A horse of light red-brown color – noun

“But the sorrel’s not in the barn!”

4. Conviviality – (pg. 89) friendly; agreeable – noun

“They hailed Ethan with ironic compliment and offers of conviviality.

5. Perfunctory (pg. 90) lacking interest or enthusiasm – adj

“After giving them the most perfunctory ministrations they had ever received from him, he strode up to the house and pushed open the kitchen door. 

6. Derision (pg. 89) – act of ridicule or mockery – noun

“He remembered afterward, with a grim flash of soft-derision, what importance he had attached to the weighing of these probabilities.

Chapter 7
consecrated(pg 94) - adj. to make or declare sacred. "It was a consecrated formula..."

wan(pg 95) - adj. showing or suggesting ill health, fatigue. "...gaze at him through the twilight with a mien of wan authority."

conferred(pg 96) - v. to bestow upon as a gift, favor, honor, etc. "...some glorying in the prestige conferred by operations."

foist(pg 97) - v. to force upon or impose fraudulently or unjustifiably on a customer. "Her pierce relations to foist on him with the cost of a servant."

vehemence(pg 102) - n. vigorous impetuosity; fury. "He continued with rising vehemence."

smote(pg 105) - v. to smite, to afflict or attack with deadly or disastrous effect. "Her look smote him with compunction."

compunction(pg 105) - n. a feeling of uneasiness or anxiety of the conscience caused by regret for doing wrong or causing pain; contrition; remorse. "Her look smote him with compunction."

inexorable(pg 106) - adj. not to be persuaded, moved, or affected by prayers or entreaties. "Both vowed to the inexorable truth..."

ingratiatingly(pg 108) - adv. integrate: to establish in the favor or good graces of others by deliberate effort. "The cat rubbed itself ingratiatingly against her."

affability(pg 108) - n. easy to approach and talk to. "She seldom abbreviated the girl's name, and when she did it was always a sign of affability."

sallow(pg 109) - adj. of a sickly yellow color. "A flush of excitement on her sallow face..."

evocation(pg 111) - n. an act or instance of evoking, calling forth. "...as if terrified by her own evocation of sacrilege."

Chapter 8

(p. 112) untenanted: (adj) not for rent or lease

“His mother gave him, for his own use, a small room behind the untenanted ‘best parlor.’”

(p. 114) protuberance: (n) something that sticks out


“Under his cheek he felt a hard object with strange protuberances.”

(p. 116) meagre: (adj) lacking richness, fertility, or strength

“It was only by incessant labor and personal supervision that Ethan drew on a meager living room for his land.”

(p. 115) incessant: (adv) continuing or flowing without interruption

“It was only by incessant labor and personal supervision that Ethan drew on a meager living room for his land.”

(p. 115) valise: (n) suitcase


“He would hide his valise under the seat of the sleigh.”

(p. 116) inexorable: (adj) not to be persuaded, moved, or stopped

“The inexorable facts closed in on him like prison-warders handcuffing a convict.”

(p. 113) querulous: (adj) constantly complaining 


“Must he wear out all of his years at the side of a bitter querulous woman?”

(p. 118) kindlings: (n) easily combustible material for starting a fire

“They went back to the kitchen, and he fetched the coal and kindlings and cleared out the stove for her.”

(p. 120) geraniums: (n) kind of flower


“…snipped two or three yellow leaves from the geraniums.”

(p. 123) lumbago: (n) acute or chronic pain in the lower back


“He woke up with a touch of lumbago.”

(p. 123) repining: (v) to feel or express discontent or dejection

“Most people were either indifferent to his troubles, or disposed to think it natural that a young fellow of his age should have carried without repining the burden of three crippled lives.”

(p. 116) alimony: (n) an allowance made to one’s spouse for the other for support pending or after legal separation or divorce

“By the time she had discovered his whereabouts, and brought suit for divorce, he would probably—wherever he was—be earning enough to pay her a sufficient alimony.”

Chapter 9 and Epilogue

1.      Mottling (p.132) – spots or blotches of different color or shades of color as if stained (N) Ahead of them, a long way off, a range of hills stained my mottling of black forest floated away in round white curves against the sky.

2.      Facetious (p.133) – jocular in an often clumsy or inappropriate manner (Adj) …Mattie encircled by facetious youths and bright as a blackberry under her spreading hat, was brewing coffee over a gipsy fire.

3.      Audacity (p.140) – intrepid boldness (N) …she laughed with him, as if she liked his audacity.

4.      Sorrel (p.130) – a light bright chestnut horse often with a white mane and tail (N) The sorrel, turning the same big hinged eye on him, muzzled the palm of his hand in the same way…

5.      Slatternly (p.150) – untidy and dirty through habitual neglect (Adj) A slatternly calico wrapper hung from her shoulders.

6.      Gipsy (p.134) – variation of gypsy (N) …Mattie encircled by facetious youths and bright as a blackberry under her spreading hat, was brewing coffee over a gipsy fire.

7.      Uncouth (p.134) – not known or familiar, strange or clumsy in shape-appearance (Adj) He remembered the shyness he had felt at approaching her in his uncouth clothes.

8.      Discursively (p.139) – moving from topic to topic without order, unorganized (Adv) Still she did not speak and prompted by an obscure desire to help himself and her through their miserable last hour, he went on discursively.

9.      Feint (p.140) – to make a pretense of (V) …she let him help her out, saying only with a vague feint of reluctance: But there isn’t a sled ‘round anywhere.

10.     Exultantly (p.141) – filled with or expressing great joy or triumph (Adv) “Don’t be scared Matt!” he cried exultantly as they spun safely past it and flew down the second slope.

11.     Exaltation (p141) – an excessively intensified sense of well-being, power, or importance (N) The strange exaltation of mood had brought on one of his rare fits of boastfulness.

12.     Avowal (p144) – an open declaration or acknowledgement (N) And the sweetness of Mattie’s avowal, the wild wonder of knowing at last that all that had happened to him had happened to her too, made the other life more intolerable to turn to…

13.     Vehemently (p.146) – intensely emotional (Adv) It was the tone she always needed, but she cowered down in her seat, repeating vehemently: “No, no, no!”

14.     Swarthy (p.151) – being of dark color/complexion (Adj) Her hair was as grey as her companions, her face as bloodless and shriveled, but amber-tinted, with swarthy shadows sharpening the nose and hollowing the temples.

15.     Languidly (p.148) – drooping or flagging from or as if from exhaustion (Adv) It made a small frightened cheep like a field mouse and he wondered languidly if it were hurt.

16.     Querulous (p.150) – habitually complaining (Adj) The querulous drone ceased as I entered Frome’s kitchen of the two women sitting there I could not tell which had ever been the speaker.
